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SUBJECT: THE WEEK IN COLOMBIA 

1. THE MOOD. THIS WEEK MARKED THE FIRST ANNIVERSARY OF THE 
LOPEZ ADMINISTRATIONS'S ASSUMPTION OF OFFICE. THE OCCASION WAS 
CELEBRATED SOBERLY AND SELF-CRITICALLY BY A GOVERNMENT- 
SPONSORED 3-DAY "MEETING OF THE TWO COLOMBIAS" WHICH FOCUSED ON 
A LOPEZ CAMPAIGN THESIS ON THE NEED TO BRING INTO BALANCE THE 
STANDARD OF LIVING OF THE NEGLECTED RURAL SEGMENT OF SOCIETY WITH 
THAT OF THE RELATIVELY FAVORED URBAN CLASES. COLOMBIANS LEARNED, 
AMONG 

OTHER UNPLEASANT FACTS, THAT CHILDREN UNDER THE AGE OF 5 DIE AS 
A RESULT OF MALNUTRITION AT THE RATE OF 100 EACH DAY, LARGELY IN 
RURAL AREAS, AND A MAJORITY OF THE SURVIVORS SUFFER LASTING 
PHYSICAL AND MENTAL DAMAGE. THE GOVERNMENT ANNOUNCED AMBITIOUS 
4- YEAR HEALTH, EDUCATION AND NUTRITION PROGRAMS FOR RURAL 
COLOMBIA, ESPECIALLY IN AREAS CHARACTERIZED BY SMALL LAND 
HOLDINGS. SECURITY OR THE LACK THEREOF REMAINED OF CONCERN 
TO THE PUBLIC AS KIDNAPPINGS CONTINUED. 

2. CONTINUING INSECURITY SPARKS GOVERNMENT REACTIONS. 
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THE YET UNSOLVED KIDNAPPING OF SEARS EXECUTIVE DONALD COOPER 
(BOGOTA 7459) ON AUGUST 5 HIGHLIGHTED THE LAWLESSNESS THAT 
CONTINUES TO PLAGUE THE CONTRY DESPITE THE EXTRAORDINARY POWERS 
AVAILABLE TO THE GOVERNMENT UNDER THE CURRENT STATE OF SIEGE. THE 
COOPER INCIDENT WAS FOLLOWED BY THE ABDUCTION OF AN 18 YEAR OLD 
STUDENT IN MEDELLIN ON AUGUST 7, THE THIRD MAJOR KIDNAPPING 
IN THAT CITY THIS YEAR. THIS PAST WEEK ALSO SAW CONTINUED 
ACTION INVOLVING RURAL AND URBAN GUERRILLAS IN WHICH COLOMBIAN 
SECURITY FORCES THIS TIME SCORED SUCCESSES. FOUR MEMBERS OF THE 
F.LN AND ONE MEMBER OF THE FARC WERE CAPTURED IN THE DEPARTMENT 
OF CESAR AND THE ARREST OF 35 INDIVIDUALS LINKED WITH THE 
POPULAR LIBERATION ARMY (EPL) WAS ANNOUNCED. THE EPL, A SMALT. 
URBAN GUERRILLA GROUP, APPEARS TO HAVE BEEN DISMANTLED BY 
THE LATEST ACTION, BUT THE LARGER ELN AND FARC WILL PROBABLY 
CONTINUE THEIR LOW-LEVEL, SPORADIC ACTIVITIES. MEANWHILE. 

COMMON CRIME CONTINUES TO RISE, ESPECIALLY THE THE LARGE 
CITIES. 

3. THE GOC HAS DECREED NEW MEASURES FOR PROTECTING 
PUBLIC ORDER WHICH MAY BE IMPOSED UNDER PROVISIONS 
OF THE STATE OF SIEGE. THE MEASURES INCLUDE MANDATORY 
JAIL TERMS OF VARYING LENGTH FOR DISRUPTING PUBLIC 
FUNCTIONS, HOLDING PUBLIC MEETINGS WITHOUT PERMISSION, 
OBSTRUCTING TRAFFIC AND OTHER MINOR INFRACTIONS GENERALLY 
ASSOCIATED WITH STRIKES AND DEMONSTRATIONS. A BILL 
WHICH WOULD IMPOSE THE DEATH PENALTY FOR KIDNAPPING 
WAS INTRODUCED IN CONGRESS, REFLECTING THE GREAT CONCERN 
OVER THE RISING INCIDENCE OF THIS TYPE OF CRIME. 

FINALLY, LIBERAL LEADER SENATOR VIRGILIO BARCO, ANNOUNCED 
HIS INTENTION TO INTRODUCE LEGISLATION TO COMBAT CURRENT 
INSECURITY WHICH HE SAYS "IS CAUSING JUSTIFIED ALARM". 

LAST WEEK IT WAS RUMORED THAT THE STATE OF SIEGE MIGHT 
SOON BE LIFTED, BUT RECENT STATEMENT BY OFFICIALS AND 
THE UNDENIABLE CONTINUING HIGH LEVEL OF CRIME INDICATE 
THAT STATE OF SIEGE WILL REMAIN IN EFFECT FOR THE FORESEE- 
ABLE FUTURE. 
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